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MESSAGE FROM THE 2020 FBLA VP
OF ALUMNI, PATRICK B.

We are still hosting our monthly Alumni meetings and would love
for you all to join us! Please spread the news to all former FBLA
members you may know as we'd love to hear from them! These
meetings are no longer than an hour and are full of FBLA Alumni
information. This time is also meant to get some of your own
opinions out about recent FBLA events and ideas.
If you have any questions about joining one of these Alumni
meetings or need any other further information within this
newsletter, please email me at: patrick.bontrager@azfbla.org or
check out our social media for more news and updates! Please also
feel free to submit your votes for Administrator of the Year, Advisor
of the Year, New Advisor of the year, etc... at
https://www.azfbla.org/competitive-events

Hello FBLA Alumni- Welcome
back to our third newsletter and
first of the new year and my last
to you all. I am very excited to
have met you through our Alumni
meetings and/or through email,
and I am grateful to have gotten
to know every one of you
throughout this year. 

 
 

http://azfbla.org/


 

An in terv iew between Pat r ick
and  Mr .  Ahmad Stan ikza i  

When I proposed the question, “How did FBLA help you get
to where you are today?” Ahmad replied with,            

“It all started with Mrs. Debbie Cross's classroom." Ahmad
tells me that he first moved to Metro Tech High School his
Sophomore year and always had a feeling business was
going to be his career, but he didn't know how to go about it.
Ahmad makes the remark "... She (Mrs. Cross) sparked my
interest in professionalism and business." Ahmad then
mentioned she noticed his interest in the field and suggested
FBLA and what it has to offer. Ahmad recalls a time he was
hesitant of this opportunity and was near to pass it up; but in
his own words, Ahmad states "... but if you know Mrs. Cross,
you know one thing--she is very convincing."  

Ahmad later recalls a time he was forced to do a lot he wasn't
comfortable with at the time. "Mrs. Cross forced me to do a
lot... she helped me become comfortable in uncomfortable
situations." After that, many of Ahmad's early competitions
became Public Speaking, Job Interview, Business Financial
Plan, etc... Ahmad stated "... I didn't choose these events
because I wanted to, but because I wanted to apply myself."

Ahmad recalled when Mrs. Cross pushed him into the FBLA
field where Ahmad became more FBLA tech-savvy and
comfortable with how things were being ran. This led to
Ahmad placing and attending NLC Sophomore, Junior and
Senior year. Through those competitive events, Ahmad
began to feel more confident as he learned essential life skills
such as speaking in front of large crowds, presenting; how to:
become more comfortable around new people, network, and
write/build a résumé. The list continues with examples, but
Ahmad made sure to mention that these life skills are hard to
come by in a normal school environment and are not taught
on a regular basis unless you apply yourself in a CTE program
and apply yourself to learn these skills. These skills became
essential to Ahmad's career after high school at such a young
age.

This evidently feeds into my second question for Ahmad as
'How did FBLA get you where you are today?'

 As some of you may know, our online Spring Competition
went great being our very first competition online and with
minor difficulties. We greatly appreciate all you that helped
us judge and mediate all the competitions. You all helped
make an impact on FBLA Arizona! With that being said, we
have once again another opportunity for all FBLA Arizona
alumni to help judge in our online State Leadership
Conference! We will have another Wufoo link with
information regarding how to sign up shortly! Some of these
opportunities include providing a workshop video for the
virtual platform or judging/mediating competitions! This
includes project turn in judges, live day competition judges,
turn in judges, or even prep helpers! All help is greatly
appreciated!  

"IT ALWAYS SEEMS IMPOSSIBLE UNTIL IT'S DONE" 

-NELSON MANDELA  

In this newsletter, I am featuring
a very well-known alumni,
Ahmad Stanikzai. Ahmad is a
Metro Tech High School
graduate. He served as a state
officer from 2016 to  2017 and
during that time he served as
the VP of Public Relations.
Currently, Ahmad is finishing up
his Senior year at Arizona State
University where he plans to
complete his Bachelor 's Degree
in Communications and soon to
begin his work for the Jason
Mitchell Real Estate team! 

ALUMNI OPPORTUNITIES 

 FAREWELL STATEMENT 

ALUMNI INTERVIEW

Dear FBLA Alumni, 

It has been a great honor and responsibility to be a part of
Team 59 and to help build this Alumni Program that has
changed the world of FBLA Arizona. Through this Alumni
Program, I had the great opportunity to get to know lots of
you on a deeper level and converse with others through
interviews or through our Alumni Meetings. You all have
shown me and hundreds of members what the world is like
after high school and how important FBLA is in the real
world. The impact that many of you made is truly remarkable
and getting to know each and every one of you has been a
great honor. Thank you FBLA Alumni because without any of
you, none of this would have been possible.  

 
 



 Ahmad exaggerated the amount of teamwork and peer
camaraderie that's built by working in these large teams. This
became essential leading into Ahmad's college and
professional career life. Many of the skills Ahmad built
through FBLA allowed him to achieve leadership roles and
positions he never thought were possible when first starting
his FBLA career. Ahmad left off with this statement: "...A lot of
things you learn in FBLA makes you a lot more confident, a
lot more professional, and those skills naturally transition
into your normal everyday life." 

My third question for Ahmad was, “What were three things
that drastically stood out to you about FBLA?”

First Ahmad mentioned opportunities. Ahmad stated "FBLA
provides so many opportunities to better yourself, acquire
new skillsets, compete, network, and great opportunities to
travel whether that's in state or across the country... FBLA will
never fail to provide you with life changing opportunities."

Secondly, Ahmad mentions networking. Ahmad shared that
he made some of his closest friends through FBLA and a lot
of that became very easy to do when those people you meet
share the same drive mindset and aspirations you do. "... It
became easier to create and maintain those relationships
with our shared views combined..." Ahmad made a very
important remark that iron sharpens iron and you evidently
become who you surround yourself with. "...If you want
something out of life, you have to surround yourself with like-
minded individuals." 

 
Lastly, Ahmad mentions confidence. "What stood out to me
was the ability to become/be more confident with yourself to
succeed." Ahmad followed that up with the fact that FBLA
builds that confidence within you, coming from a first-handed
experience. "It truly helps you break out of that
uncomfortable shell." 

 

When Ahmad was asked if he would have done anything
different, he made it clear he wouldn't have let fear direct him
away from what he truly wanted to achieve.

"... Mrs. Cross helped/forced me to run for chapter office then
state office. I never wanted to run for state office because I felt I
wasn't good enough or this is too much for me... I wish I had
been able to push myself out of my comfort zone rather than
having someone push me. Do that for yourself and push
yourself past your own limits." Ahmad finished off by saying "...
But because I was pushed, I now feel comfortable in
uncomfortable situations, and it's because of FBLA." 

Lastly, when Ahmad was asked “What advice do you give to
members today?” He replied with, "...Enjoy the time you have in
FBLA, take advantage of the opportunities FBLA provides you,
and use it to your benefit both personally and professionally...
Enjoy your high school career and make a very enjoyable and
memorable time." Ahmad left on a reminder for everyone that
no matter the experience you have in high school, you want to
create those fond memories that'll last you a lifetime. 

Ahmad's final statement was “Never let fear dictate what you
can and cannot do... If you live your life in fear now, or later
down the road, you'll find that no one will do it for you, and you
will end up living life with regret."

For any further questions about the alumni program, wanting to
be featured in the next alumni newsletter, or about State
judging, please contact me at patrick.bontrager@azfbla.org

 

FBLA Alumni Members:

It has been an honor to re-connect with you this year as our first group of FBLA Alumni. I appreciate the time and help we received
from you and hope we can continue to meet, work together, and do great things for FBLA Arizona in the coming years. 

I hope your year has been successful even with the changes, modifications, and world happenings in which we all went through. I
know this year was tough, but a lot of good came out of it as we learned how to put on virtual conferences, have virtual meetings,
and connect with people in a different way. This year, we were able to set up a Fall Leadership Experience on a new platform, and
currently, we are preparing our platform for this year’s State Leadership Conference. 

Our Alumni group is just starting, and we hope to continue to grow. As Patrick leaves us in a month or so, we will be getting a new
state officer to take his place. I want to thank Patrick for a job well done, and we plan to carry on what he started. I hope you will
continue with us as well. 

Thank you again for all you do and for your continued support of FBLA Arizona.

MESSAGE FROM OUR

STATE ADVISOR, MRS.

GOODMAN 


